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Term  Autumn  1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

 
Key question/learning 
focus 

How are we different? 
 

Who are the people who 
help us? 

How do toys work? What do astronauts 
do? 

What makes a good 
story? 

Where do animals 
live? 

What lives under the 
sea? 

 
During this unit the 
children will be learning : 

During the topic ‘How are we 
different?’ children will be 
exploring how they are unique, 
through talking about similarities 
and differences between 
themselves and others.  They 
will develop an understanding of 
families and people who are 
special to them. We will share 
experiences of the different 
customs and routines within 
families.  Children will identify 
how they have changed over 
time and talk about past and 
present events. 
 
Within the topic ‘Who are the 
people who help us?’ children 
will explore the roles of the 
people who help us within our 
community.  We will talk about 
the different occupations and 
responsibilities of those who 
have an impact on our lives.  We 
will explore positive attitudes 
and challenge negative 
stereotypes.  Children will 
develop communication skills 
through listening to stories and 
answering questions.  We will 
explore how different people 
help to keep us healthy and safe. 

Within this topic, we will 
explore how different toys 
work and the materials used. 
This will incorporate the use of 
batteries and what happens 
when toys are switched on – 
sound and movement. They 
will learn how to use 
programmable toys and will 
have the opportunity to build 
and make their own toys using 
different materials and 
construction kits. They will be 
encouraged to talk about toys 
they have made, expanding 
vocabulary and extending 
sentences. Counting and 
money skills will be developed 
during role-play activities in 
the toyshop. 

We will explore ways of moving 
to demonstrate different toys, 
such as a toy car, a teddy bear, 
a robot and a doll. Children will 
explore sounds through using 
different musical instruments. 
 
We will focus on personal and 
social skills through turn 
taking, sharing and solving 
problems when things go 
wrong when playing games 
together.  

This topic provides the 
children with the opportunity 
to learn about space, ways of 
life and specialist careers.   
We will use non-fiction books 
and the Internet to find 
information linked with space 
and astronauts.  
 
After reading stories linked to 
space, the children will be 
encouraged to work together 
in groups to create stories, 
props and different scenarios. 
 
Children will be supported in 
applying sounds that they have 
learnt during writing 
opportunities e.g. labelling 
rockets, writing questions and 
creating fact files. 
 
They will learn about simple 
properties of two and three-
dimensional shapes through 
construction activities linked 
to space and will use different 
techniques to create planets 
and rockets. 

Children will look at a range of 
traditional tales and modern 
stories. They will read and 
retell stories using real objects 
and props.  Drama activities 
will be used to explore 
characters, their actions and 
feelings at different points 
throughout a story. Children 
will explore behaviour through 
different characters and make 
links to their own actions.  
Listening and understanding 
skills will be developed using 
stories without pictures.   
 
We will explore the structure 
of a story and the key aspects 
needed, such as characters 
setting and problems. 
Instructional writing will be 
covered when making things 
linked to stories e.g. 
gingerbread men or porridge. 
 
Different resources will be 
provide to encourage the 
children to create their own 
stories and apply their writing 
skills to create character 
profiles, wanted posters, 
instructions, letters and their 
own stories 

Within this topic, we will look 
at different animals and their 
habitats. The children will 
investigate similarities and 
differences between animals, 
such as number of legs, 
patterns, fur or scales.   We 
will group animals according to 
where they live e.g. on a farm, 
in the woods or jungle.  
 
Clay will be used to create 
animals, developing the safe 
use of tools to create patterns 
and to add detail.  Children will 
create movements for 
different animals through 
dance, linking actions to create 
a story.  
 
Children will learn about how 
to care for some animals, using 
books and research on the 
internet.  They will use writing 
skills to create animal fact 
files, label animals, create lists 
of animals they can find, 
record treatments at the vets 
during role play etc. 

In our under the sea topic 
children will learn about 
different sea creatures and 
marine plants.  We will explore 
under the sea habitats and 
make comparisons with 
habitats from the previous 
topic.   
 
Children will investigate 
floating and sinking, 
identifying how to make a fair 
test and planning what 
resources are needed.  This 
will build on previous 
knowledge about materials 
and their use.  
 
Our under the sea is a good 
opportunity for the children to 
develop their understanding of 
what water is used for and 
how to look after our seas, 
covering environmental issues. 
 
Towards the end of the topic, 
there will be a focus on 
pirates, bringing opportunities 
to consolidate a range of skills 
linked to all areas of learning 
including role-play, creative 
development, writing skills and 
problem solving.  

During the academic year, year-group planning will also include the children’s interests.   
 
PLODs  (Possible Lines Of Development) - ideas about how staff can move  children's learning and development forward from things that we have observed them doing, will also be used and recorded in short term planning. 



 


