
St. Oswald’s Catholic Primary School 

                                       EYFS Long term planning- Nursery            

Term  Autumn  1 
 

Autumn 2 
 

Spring 1 
 

Spring 2 
 

Summer 1 
 

Summer 2 
 

 
Key question/learning focus 

Nursery Rhymes and Our 
School Family 

 
Who is in our school family? 

 
Can you sing your favourite 

nursery rhyme? 
 

Autumn and Celebrations 
 
 

What changes in Autumn? 
 

What and why do we 
celebrate? 

Winter and My Senses 
 
 

What are our 5 senses? 
 

What changes in Winter? 

Spring and New Life 
 
 

What changes in Spring? 
 

How do things grow? 

Minibeasts 
 
 

What is a minibeast? 

Summer and Holidays 
 
 

What changes in Summer? 
 

Where would you like to go on 
holiday? 

 
During this unit the children 
will be learning : 

During the topic ‘Our School 
Family’ children will be settling 
into the new nursery year and 
getting to know new friends 
and staff members in our 
school.  They will begin to 
show an interest in people 
that are newly familiar to 
them in nursery and form 
relationships with new friends 
and adults.   Children will meet 
people who help us within our 
wider school community.  We 
will establish our nursery rules 
together and settle in to our 
routines. 
 
Within the topic ‘Nursery 
Rhymes’ children will show an 
interest in playing with sounds 
songs and rhymes.  They will 
anticipate repeated refrains 
and begin to develop an early 
understanding of rhyme.  
Children will be able to fill in 
the missing word or phrase in 
a known rhyme.  They will 
enjoy learning new rhymes to 
add to their existing 
repertoire. 

Within the topic ‘What 
changes in Autumn?’ children 
will notice seasonal changes 
and look at natural objects we 
find that indicate autumn is 
here.  We will use seasonal 
items to paint pictures and 
make collages.  Children will 
notice changes in weather and 
we will talk about what we will 
need to wear now the weather 
is changing.  
 
Within the topic ‘What and 
why do we celebrate?’  
Children will learn about the 
Christmas story.  We will talk 
about Jesus’ birthday as well 
as their own birthdays.  We 
will take part in celebrations at 
nursery and we will talk about 
how we celebrate in our 
homes with our families. 

Within the topic ‘What 
changes in Winter?’ children 
will again look at seasonal 
changes.  Children will learn 
about what animals do to keep 
warm in the winter months.  
We will talk about what we 
need to wear when we are 
going outside in the winter 
months.   
 
Within the topic ‘Our 5 senses’ 
children will learn about sight, 
hearing, taste, smell and 
touch.  We will explore our 
senses with a range of 
activities and develop our 
communication and language 
skills by talking about 
similarities and differences 
and likes and dislikes.  The 
children will know which body 
parts are used for each of their 
senses.  

This topic provides the 
children with the opportunity 
to learn more about seasonal 
changes. The children will take 
part in a Spring walk and 
observe the signs of Spring and 
new life in the school 
environment. Children will be 
encouraged to talk about their 
observations and make links to 
previous learning about other 
seasons. 
 They will learn about how 
things grow and what is 
needed for this to happen.  
Children will have the 
opportunity to plant seeds and 
observe changes as they grow. 
They will create movements 
for “growing” through dance, 
linking actions to music. They 
will learn songs related to 
growth and new life and 
explore how sounds can be 
matched to movements. 
Children will have the 
opportunity to look at how 
they have grown and changed 
and will sequence pictures and 
events. 

This topic provides the 
children with the opportunity 
to learn what a minibeast is. 
They will learn about a variety 
of minibeasts and will look at 
similarities and differences 
between them, naming some 
of them. Children will take part 
in a minibeast hunt and have 
the opportunity to explore 
habitats.  
Creative materials will be used 
to create minibeasts using a 
variety of materials whilst 
developing the safe use of 
tools to create patterns and to 
add detail. 
  Children will create 
movements for different 
minibeasts through dance, 
linking actions to music 
Children will be encouraged to 
develop mark making 
techniques drawing and 
painting using a variety of 
materials and to talk about 
their work. 
 

During the topic “Summer and 
holidays” children will further 
develop their knowledge of 
seasonal changes. They will be 
encouraged to observe and 
discuss changes they see and 
again make links to their 
previous learning. 
Children will use seasonal 
items to paint pictures and 
make collages.  Children will 
notice changes in weather and 
we will talk about what we will 
need to wear now the weather 
is changing and how best to 
stay safe in the sun. Sorting 
activities will support children 
in understanding this concept. 
Mark making will be 
developed as children become 
more competent and they will 
be encouraged to write their 
name using a variety of tools. 
 
Within the topic Where would 
you like to go on holiday? 
children will explore different 
types of holidays. They will 
have the opportunity to share 
experiences and explore 
different climates. They will 
learn about different methods 
of travel linked to holidays and 
the things we would need to 



pack for a holiday. Children 
will explore role play linked to 
holidays and within this 
further develop writing 
opportunities – writing lists, 
tickets etc 

RE Myself 
This is a sensitive theme. The 
experience of ‘family’ in society 
today is varied, with many joys 
and sorrows. Whatever the 
experience, family still remains 
the first place for growth and 
development, the basic social 
unit. 
 

Q What does the word 
‘family’ mean to you? 

Q What people do you 
associate with ‘family’? 

Q What joys and sorrows 
do you remember of 
family life? 
 

Welcome 
Our lives are marked by many 
different experiences of being 
welcomed into new situations 
and groups. 
 
We recognise the importance 
of welcome, of feeling 
comfortable with new 
situations and belonging to 
new groups. We belong to 
families, to work places and to 
social groupings. 
 

Q What experiences of 
belonging can you 
recall in the family, at 
work or in leisure 
time? 

Q Are these good 
experiences? Are 
there any difficulties? 

Q What difference does 
‘belonging’ make in 
your life? 

Birthday 
Gifts, given and received, are a 
sign and expression of love. 
 

Q Which of the gifts you 
have received do you 
treasure most? 

Q Why do you treasure 
them? 

Q When have you 
experienced someone 
giving of themselves to 
you? 

Q Reflect on times in 
your life when you 
give of yourself to 
others.  How does this 
feel? 

Celebrating 
The experience of community 
is an essential and enjoyable 
part of life for people of every 
age and faith. The cycle of a 
year and the span of a lifetime 
contain occasions for regular 
celebrations as well as 
unexpected surprises, when 
people want to celebrate with 
family, friends and 
communities. 
 

Q Think back to your 
childhood. Which 
celebrations of 
community life did you 
most enjoy? 
How did you 
celebrate? Who took 
part? 

Q Which celebration are 
you looking forward to 
in the coming months? 
How will you 
celebrate? Who else 
will take part? 

Gathering 
Being thoughtful for life, for 
people and gifts, is a vital part 
of our relationships with one 
another. When praise and 
appreciation are experienced, 
we are enabled to relate on a 
deeper level. 
 

Q Recall a time when 
you were thanked. 
How was the gratitude 
expressed? How did 
you feel? 

Q How are relationships 
deepened in everyday 
life? 

Growing 
Life, especially family life, or 
life in school, is full of 
opportunities for self-giving. 
 
When children are young, 
parents have to do everything 
for them and sacrifice their 
own needs for those of their 
children. The quality of the 
parents’ loving care lays the 
foundation for their children 
to grow into people capable of 
giving love to others. 
 
When parents are old and 
infirm, they become 
dependent on their children to 
look after them. So life is a 
cycle of being cared for and 
caring for others, of 
dependence and 
independence, of receiving 
and giving. Self-giving is 
essential if individuals and 
relationships are to grow and 
develop. 
 

Q Recall a time when 
you had to give up 
your own needs in 
order to help someone 
else.  

Q What were the costs? 

Q What were the 
rewards of the giving? 

Good News 
Each of us, by the way we live 
our lives, the way we treat 
others, and by our words and 
actions, show if we have an 
attitude of service. 
 

Friends 
Networks of friendships and 
relationships enable human 
beings to live together. When 
a child’s power to reach out, 
trust and make friends is 
diminished, they may suffer 
the effects for a lifetime. Both 
children and adults have to 
discover their ability to reach 
out and repair what has been 
damaged. 
 
If human beings are to live 
together in relationships, there 
is always need for 
reconciliation. 
 

Q Recall a time when 
you were reconciled to 
someone else.  

Q What or who made 
the reconciliation 
possible? 

Q How might that person 
have felt? 

Q How did you feel? 
 

Our World 
A unit of work about God's 
wonderful world to use in 
Universal Church Topics EYFS 
with CAFOD. 

 



 Often we are especially 
influenced by those whose 
actions speak powerfully of a 
life of service. 
 

Q Think of someone who 
impresses you deeply 
because of the way 
she/he lives. 

Q What is it that 
impresses you? 

Q What do you think 
inspires them? 

 

SEAL/PSHE New beginnings - Belonging I 
know I belong to my 
class/group. I know the people 
in my class/group. I like 
belonging to my 
group/class/school. I know 
that people in my group/class 
like me. I like the ways we are 
all different.  
Self-awareness I can tell you 
something special about me. 
Understanding my feelings I 
can tell if I am happy or sad. I 
can let you know if I feel 
happy, excited, sad or scared. I 
know that it is OK to have any 
feeling but that it is not OK to 
behave in any way we like (if it 
hurts other people). 
 Managing my feelings I know 
some ways to calm myself 
down when I feel scared or 
upset. 
who are new or visiting the 
classroom. Understanding 
rights and responsibilities I 
know what to do in my 
classroom/setting. 
Understanding the feelings of 
others I know that everybody 
in the world has feelings. 
Social skills I can share in a 
group. I can take turns in a 
group. I can join in with other 
children playing a game. I 
know how to be kind to people 
w 

Getting on and falling out - 
Friendship I can play with 
other children. I know how to 
be friendly. I can say sorry 
when I have been unkind. 
Working together I can work in 
a group with other children. I 
can take turns when I play a 
game. I can wait for my turn to 
say something in the 
classroom. I can share a toy. I 
can ask for help when I am 
stuck. 
 Managing feelings – anger I 
can express my feelings when I 
am angry. I can make myself 
feel better when I am angry. 
Resolving conflict I can make 
up when I have fallen out with 
a friend. I can think of ways to 
sort things out when we don’t 
agree.  
Understanding my feelings I 
can tell when I am feeling 
angry. I can tell when other 
people are angry. 

Going for goals -Knowing 
myself i know that I can do 
more things now than I could 
when I was younger. I know 
that I will be able to do more 
things when I am older. I know 
that we are all good at 
different things. I can tell you 
what I like doing and learning. 
I can try new things in my 
learning. Setting a realistic goal 
I can tell you what a goal is. I 
can set a goal for myself. I can 
tell you what I want to achieve 
and how I am going to do so. 
Planning to reach a goal I can 
say what I am going to do 
next. Persistence I can focus 
my attention and start a task. I 
can sustain my attention. I can 
work hard to achieve my goal. 
I know that working hard is 
important to reaching my goal. 
Evaluation and review I can tell 
you what I have done and the 
things that worked well. 

Good to be me -Knowing 

myself 
I can tell you the things I like 
doing and the things I 
don’t like doing. 
I can say how I feel when I 
am feeling proud. 
Understanding my feelings 
I can tell when I am feeling 
excited. 
I can tell or show how I feel 
when I am excited. 
I can say and show you when 
I am feeling good and happy. 
I can tell or show what feeling 
proud looks like. 
Managing my feelings 
I can stay still and quiet for a 
short time. 
I can relax with help. 
Standing up for myself 
I can say what I need. 
I can stand up for my own 
needs and rights without 
hurting others. 

Changes – knowing myself 
I can tell you what I can do 
now that I couldn’t do when I 
started school/nursery. I can 
tell you how I have changed. 
Understanding my feelings - I 
can remember feelings I have 
had, and why I felt like that. I 
can sometimes tell you how 
change makes me feel. When I 
feel bad, I know that it helps to 
do something different. 
Understanding the feelings of 
others- I know that sometimes 
when people are not very nice 
to me it is because they don’t 
feel very good inside. I know 
how to help someone when 
they are feeling sad. 

Changes - Knowing myself 

I can tell you what I can do 
now that I couldn’t do when I 
started school/nursery. 
I can tell you how I have 
changed. 
Understanding my feelings 
I can remember feelings I 
have had, and why I felt like 
that. 
I can sometimes tell you how 
change makes me feel. 
When I feel bad, I know that it 
helps to do something 
different. 
Understanding the feelings 
of others 
I know that sometimes when 
people are not very nice to 
me it is because they don’t 
feel very good inside. 
I know how to help someone 
when they are feeling sad. 
Making choices 
I can tell you what I did with 
my class/group to make the 
outdoor 
area/classroom/setting better. 



During the academic year, year-group planning will also include the children’s interests.   
 
PLODs  (Possible Lines Of Development) - ideas about how staff can move  children's learning and development forward from things that we have observed them doing, will also be used and recorded in short term planning. 

 


