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Year Group: Reception Date:        27th February-12th April 2017 Medium term topic: Pirates 

Prime areas 
Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
Making Relationships 

 To take account of what others say when working with other children (40-60). 

 To learn how to stand up for own needs without upsetting or hurting someone. (40-60) 
Self-Confidence and Self-Awareness 

 To develop confidence when speaking to others about interests and opinions (40-60) 

 To select the resources they need for an activity (ELG) 

 To describe themselves in positive terms and talk about abilities (40-60).  
Managing Feelings and Behaviour 

 To be aware of the boundaries set, and of behavioural expectations in the setting and consistently adhere to them (40-60).  

 To be able to negotiate and solve problems without aggression (40-60).  
 
SEAL – It’s Good to be me: To develop understanding about feelings, and why and how they lead us to behave the way we do.  To talk 
about things they like to do and some things that make them feel proud.   
RE - Gathering: To know and understand how and why people gather together. To understand the joy of gathering together to 
celebrate mass. 
Growing: To talk about own experiences of growing.  To recognize the Easter Story and Good Friday and know that Christians try to 
grow to be more like Jesus. 

Communication and Language 
Listening and Attention 

 To listen and respond to stories by asking questions and talking about characters and problems (LA 40-60/ELG) 

 To maintain attention and concentrate during appropriate activities (40-60) 
Understanding 

 To be able to follow a story without props or pictures. (40-60) 

 To listen and respond to ideas expressed by others in conversation or discussion. (40-60) 

 To answer ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions about what they are doing and in response to stories (ELG) 
Speaking 

 To develop speaking skills in a range of ways ‘hot seating’ characters from stories, Role-play/imaginative play using a range of 
resources including masks, costumes, props and small world play toys. (40-60) 

 To develop a storyline during their play (40-60) 

 To extend vocabulary by using ‘WOW’ words and extend sentences using ‘and’ or ‘because’. (40-60) 



Physical  
Moving and Handling 

 To explore moving in different ways to music in order to create a dance sequence.   (MH 40-60)  

 To negotiate space successfully during dance and football skills activities, avoiding other children and obstacles (MH 40-60)  

 To develop fine motor skills through model making activities, drawing, threading, play dough activities etc. (MH 40-60) 

 To hold a pencil effectively and begin to form letters using the correct formation (MH 40-60) 
Health and Self-Care 

 Use scissors and other tools safely and with greater control.  (HSC 40-60)  

 To begin to understand the importance of physical exercise (ELG)  

 To develop independence in getting dressed and undressed for PE. (ELG) 

 To learn about road safety, linked to wear blue for Bobby day. 

 

Specific areas 

Literacy 
Reading 

 To share a variety of fiction and non- fiction books, songs and simple poems linked to pirates. (40-60) 

 To segment the sounds in simple words and blend them together and know which letters represent some of them (40-60) 

 To read simple words and sentences and answer questions to show understanding of what they have read (ELG) 
 

Writing 

 To begin to write simple words, captions or sentences about familiar events and pirates (40-60) 

 To practice forming letters using the correct letter formation and starting to make letters sit on a line. (40-60) 

 To write for a range of purposes during play e.g. shopping lists, pirate maps, messages in a bottle, captions for models etc 

Mathematics  
Numbers 

 To relate subtraction to taking away and to count how many are left within 10/20. (number 40-60) 

 To combine groups of objects and to begin to use mathematical language to add and subtract (number 40-60) 

 To begin to recognize the value of  2p, 5p and 10p coins and use some coins to make amounts.  (number 40-60) 

 To identify 1 more and 1 less than a number up to 10/20 (40-60/ELG) 

 To introduce doubling an amount and finding half of an amount. (ELG) 
 Shape, space and measure 

 To order 2 or 3 items by length or capacity and use language to describe what they observe (SSM 40-60) 

 To measure short periods of time in simple ways e.g using sand timers for different activities such as turn taking on bikes. Talk 
about time in simple ways e.g. today, yesterday, tomorrow, morning, night. (SSM 40-60) 

 To begin to use the names of 2D and 2D shapes when constructing boats and other models. (SSM 40-60) 



Understanding the World 
People and communities 

 To talk about their own lives and how they are different from the lives of other, including pirates. (ELG) 

 To talk about what makes them special and identify similarities and differences between themselves and their friends. (ELG)  

 To talk about past and present events in their own lives and the lives of family members.  (ELG)  

 To talk about family traditions linked to the celebration of Mother’s Day and Easter. (ELG) 
The world 

 To looks closely at similarities and differences in relation to their local environment, materials, objects and living things. (40-60).  

 To identify changes over time linked to chicks (observing them hatch then grow and change as chicks) and changes to chocolate 
when making Easter Nests. (40-60) 

 To identify changes in the environment whilst looking for signs of Spring. 

 To make observations of plants and animals and explain why some things occur. (ELG) 
Technology 

 To be able to complete a simple program on a computer (40-60).  

 To select different technology for a purpose e.g. CD player to listen to music, IPad or camera to take photographs (ELG) 

 Recognise technology used around school and at home. 
 

Expressive Arts and Design 
Exploring and using media and materials 

 To sing songs and make music using body parts and musical instruments. (ELG) (Including lessons with Mrs Bowyer.) 

 To explore different joining techniques when making models, such as pirate ships or cards linked to Mother’s Day & Easter 
(EUMM 40-60) 

 To use different materials to build and make models linked to pirate topic or cards linked to Mother’s Day and Easter  (EUMM 
40-60) 

Being imaginative 

 To use props to develop and act out a narrative linked to different pirate stories both in and outside.  (BI 40-60) 
 To retell stories through dance and movement. Including dance lessons with Mrs Williams (BI 40-60)  

 


