
Science Curriculum - Autumn Term 2017 
 

Year group Autumn 1  Autumn 2 

Nursery 

 

 

Understanding the World - Myself 

-Know some of the things that make them unique, and can talk about some of the similarities and differences 

in relation to friends or family. 

-Shows care and concern for living things and the environment 

Reception 

 

 

 

Understanding the World - Ourselves 

-Identify similarities and differences between each other  

-Talk about the local environment and begin to make comments and ask questions about what they see and 

hear. 

-Use their senses to explore and investigate a wide variety of materials including natural objects 

Year 1 Seasonal Changes (Autumn, Winter) 

-Observe changes across the 4 seasons. 

-Observe and describe weather associated with 

the seasons and how the day length varies. 

 Animals including humans 

-Name a variety of common animals including fish, 

amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals 

-Identify animals that are carnivores, herbivores and 

omnivores 

-Describe a variety of common animals 

-Label the basic parts of the human body and say which 

part of the body is associated with each sense. 

Year 2 Living things and their habitats 

-To compare the differences between things 

that are living, dead, and things that have never 

been alive  

-Describe how different habitats provide for 

the basic needs of different kinds of animals 

and plants.  

-Name a variety of plants and animals in their 

habitats, including microhabitats  

-Investigate simple food chains.  

 

 Uses of everyday materials 

-Explore what different materials are used for. 

-Find different objects which are made of different 

materials.  

-Find reasons why objects are made out of particular 

materials  

-Investigate how objects made from different 

materials can change shape. 

 

 

Year 3 Animals, including humans 

-Identify that animals, including humans, need 

the right types and amount of nutrition, and 

that they cannot make their own food; they get 

nutrition from what they eat 

-Identify that humans and some animals have 

skeletons and muscles for support, protection 

and movement. 

 Rocks 

-compare and group together different kinds of rocks 

on the basis of their appearance and simple physical 

properties 

-describe in simple terms how fossils are formed when 

things that have lived are trapped within rock 

-recognise that soils are made from rocks and organic 

matter 

Year 4 States of Matter 

-compare and group materials together, 

according to whether they are solids, liquids or 

gases. 

-observe that some materials change state 

when they are heated or cooled, and measure or 

research the temperature at which this 

happens in degrees Celsius (°C). 

-identify the part played by evaporation and 

condensation in the water cycle and associate 

the rate of evaporation with temperature. 

 Sound 

-identify how sounds are made, associating some of 

them with something vibrating 

-recognise that vibrations from sounds travel through a 

medium to the ear 

-find patterns between the pitch of a sound and 

features of the object that produced it 

-find patterns between the volume of a sound and the 

strength of the vibrations that produced it 

-recognise that sounds get fainter as the distance from 

the sound source increases. 

Year 5 Earth and Space 

-describe the movement of the Earth, and 

other planets, relative to the Sun in the solar 

system 

-describe the movement of the Moon relative 

to the Earth 

-describe the Sun, Earth and Moon as 

approximately spherical bodies 

-use the idea of the Earth’s rotation to explain 

day and night and the apparent movement of 

the sun across the sky. 

 Properties of Materials 

-compare and group together everyday materials on the 

basis of their properties, including their hardness, 

solubility, transparency, conductivity (electrical and 

thermal), and response to magnets 

-Give reasons, based on evidence from comparative and 

fair tests, for the particular uses of everyday 

materials, including metals, wood and plastic. 

Year 6 Animals, including humans 

-Identify and name the main parts of the 

human circulatory system, and explain the 

functions of the heart, blood vessels and blood 

-Recognise the impact of diet, exercise, drugs 

and lifestyle on the way their bodies function 

-Describe the ways in which nutrients and 

water are transported within animals, including 

humans. 

 Evolution and Inheritance 

-Recognise that living things have changed over time 

and that fossils provide information about living things 

that inhabited the Earth millions of years ago. 

-Recognise that living things produce offspring of the 

same kind, but normally offspring vary and are not 

identical to their parents 

-Identify how animals and plants are adapted to suit 

their environment in different ways and that adaptation 

may lead to evolution. 

 


