
Science Curriculum - Summer Term 2018 
Year group Summer 1  Summer 2 

Nursery 

 

 

Area of investigation - Nursery Rhymes 

-Talks about why things happen and how 

things work. 

-Developing an understanding of changes 

over time. 

-Children know about similarities and 

differences in relation to objects and 

materials. 

-They talk about the features of their own 

immediate environment and how 

environments might vary from one another. 

 Area of investigation - Mini beasts 

-Comment and asks questions about aspects of 

their familiar world. 

-Can talk about some of the things they have 

observed. 

-Developing an understanding of growth, decay and 

changes over time. 

-Shows care and concern for living things and the 

environment. 

-Provide opportunities to observe things closely 

through a variety of means, including magnifiers. 

Reception 

 

 

 

Understanding the World 

People and communities 

-To identify and talk about similarities and 

differences between themselves and 

others.  

 Understanding the World 

-To talk about changes in the environment during 

Spring  

-Make observations of animals and plants and begin 

to explain why some things occur. 

Year 1 Plants 

-Identify and name a variety of common 

wild and garden plants, including deciduous 

and evergreen trees. 

-Identify and describe the basic structure 

of a variety of common flowering plants, 

including trees. 

 Scientists and Inventors 

-Develop the scientific knowledge required to 

understand the uses and implications of science, 

today and for the future. 

-Research the work of a variety of scientists and 

inventors including, Sir Issac Newton, Ole Kirk 

Christiansen and George Mottershead. 

 

Year 2 Exploring and Investigating 

Develop scientific skills. 

 Exploring and Investigating 

-With a growing independence the children will 



-By completing a range of investigations 

and experiments the children will be 

encouraged to 

-Ask simple questions and recognise that 

they can be answered in different ways  

-Observe closely, using simple equipment 

ask relevant questions and use different types of 

scientific enquiries, answer them. 

-Perform simple tests  

-Set up simple practical enquiries, using a range of 

equipment Identify and classify  

-Use their observations and ideas to suggest 

answers to questions 

Year 3 Light 

-Recognise that they need light in order to 

see things and that dark is the absence of 

light 

-Notice that light is reflected from 

surfaces 

-Recognise that light from the sun can be 

dangerous and that there are ways to 

protect their eyes 

-Recognise that shadows are formed when 

the light from a light source is blocked by 

an opaque object 

-Find patterns in the way that the size of 

shadows change 

 Focused Assessments 

Children will complete focused assessment work 

(using TAPS) in order to revisit and assess their 

science learning from this year. 

Year 4 Electricity 

-Identify common appliances that run on 

electricity 

-Construct a simple series electrical 

circuit, identifying and naming its basic 

parts, including cells, wires, bulbs, switches 

and buzzers 

 Focused Assessments 

Children will complete focused assessment work 

(using TAPS) in order to revisit and assess their 

science learning from this year. 



-Identify whether or not a lamp will light in 

a simple series circuit, based on whether or 

not the lamp is part of a complete loop with 

a battery 

-Recognise that a switch opens and closes a 

circuit and associate this with whether or 

not a lamp lights in a simple series circuit 

recognise some common conductors and 

insulators, and associate metals with being 

good conductors 

Year 5 Animals, including humans 

-Recognise the stages of growth and 

development in humans 

-Know the stages in the gestation period of 

humans and compare them to other animals 

-Recognise the stages of development 

during childhood and understand the needs 

of children at those stages 

- Understand the initial changes inside and 

outside of the body during puberty 

-Understand how to keep ourselves happy 

and healthy during puberty 

 

 Focused Assessments 

Children will complete focused assessment work 

(using TAPS) in order to revisit and assess their 

science learning from this year. 

Year 6 Living things and their Habitats 

-Describe how living things are classified 

into broad groups according to common 

observable characteristics and based on 

similarities and differences, including 

micro-organisms, plants and animals 

 Focused Assessments  

Children will complete focused assessment work 

(using TAPS) in order to revisit and assess their 

science learning from this year. 



-Give reasons for classifying plants and 

animals based on specific characteristics 

 


