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Mission 

 

At St Oswald’s Catholic Primary School, our Mission Statement underpins all aspects of our school 

life including supporting those children with English as an additional language. 

 

 

“Together with Jesus, we will Learn and Grow in Faith” 

 

Introduction 

St Oswald’s Catholic Primary School is, at the time of writing, a school where the majority of pupils 

have English as their main language. We have however, a number of children on role for whom English 

is an additional language. These pupils have a range of languages including Polish, Chinese, and some 

Indian dialects. During the academic year September 2015 – July 2016 13.4% of the school’s pupils 

had English as an additional language. For the current year September 2016 upto February 2017 the 

total number of children with English as an additional language is 12.5%. This reflects a very slight 

decrease in the number of pupils speaking English as an additional language within school.  

 

Aims 

Our main aims: 

 

To create a welcoming and supportive environment which will encourage EAL pupils to participate 

fully in all areas of school life. 

 

To value and respect the cultural and linguistic identities of EAL pupils, and use these to enrich the 

learning of all pupils. 

 

To develop the oral and Literacy skills of EAL pupils so that they can understand and use English 

confidently and competently across the curriculum and maximise their potential in all areas of school 

life. 

 

Equal Opportunities 

EAL pupils are entitled to the full Early Years and Key Stage One and Key Stage Two curriculum. We 

value and respect the cultural identities and experiences of all pupils and these are celebrated 

through both class based and school wide activities. We recognise that the use and development of 

each child’s home language is an essential part of the child’s linguistic development. 

 

Admissions 

On admission, information is requested about the child’s linguistic background and this is passed to 

the child’s new teacher. If necessary support will be sought from the LA (Local Authority) and 

EMTAS (Ethnic Minority and Travellers Achievement Service). If appropriate the child will then 

complete a range of assessment tasks to determine the range of their spoken vocabulary in English 

and their comprehension skills 

 



 

 

Teaching and Learning 

Some children with EAL require little or no support and are able to meet the demands of school life 

confidently and competently whilst other children have little or no English. The LA offers some 

classroom support for individuals and this can be accessed if appropriate.  We as a school provide a 

range of activities aimed at helping these pupils develop their spoken English. These activities are 

planned by the class teacher and may be delivered by a classroom assistant or teacher either on a 

one to one basis or in a small group.  For those EAL pupils with good spoken English additional 

support may be needed to help develop their written English. Again, the support will be planned by 

the class teacher and delivered on a one to one basis or in small group sessions or may form part of 

the teachers normal differentiated planning. 

 

Resources 

The teaching and support staff are the fundamental resource for raising the achievement of EAL 

learners. Language resources are found in all classrooms and the S.E.N.D co-ordinators have 

additional resources aimed at promoting the development of spoken language. 

 

Assessment, Planning and Record keeping 

On a new pupil’s entry to school class teachers will, if appropriate use a range of assessment 

activities to determine each pupils understanding of English and the range of their vocabulary. From 

this assessment next steps will be identified. For some pupils they may require very little support 

whilst others may need intervention support or input from outside agencies. The results of the 

initial assessment will be discussed with parents and the EAL Coordinator and next steps 

determined. 

Classroom activities will be differentiated by task, outcome, resources and adult support. Evidence 

of this will be found in individual teachers planning and in some cases it will be supported by 

information on Intervention records or Personal Provision Maps.  Class teachers have individual pupil 

record sheets on which they can record pupils progress using a” stepping stones” approach to the 

acquisition of English and these will be reviewed by the EAL Coordinator on a termly basis. This 

information will be used in conjunction with academic tracking to enable appropriate next steps to 

be identified for individual pupils.  

 

End of key stage tests – EAL pupils who require additional support to access tests will be identified 

and supported appropriately 

 

Responsibilities 

Administration Officer 

To obtain and distribute information on languages spoken at home by new pupils to the relevant 

teacher 

Teachers 

Plan effectively to meet the needs of their EAL learners ensuring challenging targets are set. 

As with all children information about the progress of EAL pupils is updated regularly and shared 

with the co-ordinators on a termly basis. 

Information about the needs of EAL pupils is shared with all staff, engaging with them and passed 

to the next teacher at the end of the academic year. 

Staff to liaise with the coordinator for assessment activities, advice and additional resources. 

EAL Coordinator 

Review the policy bi- annually 

Monitor and track the progress of EAL Pupils termly sharing information with class teachers and the 

Assessment Coordinators 

Liaise with outside agencies for support when necessary. 



 

 

 

Parental Support 

As a school we can access translators to support parents/carers when they attend meetings in 

school if it is appropriate. We can also arrange for reports from outside agencies the school has 

engaged with to be translated. School can also signpost parents/carers to appropriate support 

services. We have Open Evenings twice a year but parents are welcome to make an appointment to 

see their child’s teacher at any point throughout the year. 

 

One of our Administration Officers has also received training from the EMTAS team on how to 

support parents/carers of our EAL pupils when they visit school.  
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