
 

 

 

St Oswald’s Catholic Primary School Planning     
 

Year Group:   Nursery  Date: Spring 1 Medium term topic- Winter.  Stories and Books. 
 

Prime areas: 
Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
Making Relationships 

 Demonstrates friendly behaviour, initiating conversations and forming good relationships with peers and familiar 

adults. 
 Initiates conversations, attends to and takes account of what others say. 
 Keeps play going by responding to what others are saying or doing. 

Self-Confidence and Self-Awareness 
 Confident to talk to other children when playing, and will communicate freely about own home and community 
 Shows confidence in asking adults for help. 

Managing Feelings and Behaviour 
 Shows understanding and cooperates with some boundaries and routines. 
 Can inhibit own actions/behaviours, e.g. stop themselves from doing something they shouldn’t do. 
 Growing ability to distract self when upset, e.g. by engaging in a new play activity. 

 

Communication and Language 
Listening and Attention 

 Listens to stories with increasing attention and recall.  
 Joins in with repeated refrains and anticipates key events and phrases in rhymes and stories.  
 Focusing attention – still listen or do, but can shift own attention. 
 



Understanding 
 Understands more complex sentences, e.g. ‘Put your toys away and then we’ll read a book.’ 
 Understands ‘who’, ‘what’, ‘where’ in simple questions (e.g. Who’s that/can? What’s that? Where is.?). 
 Responds to simple instructions, e.g. to get or put away an object. 

Speaking 

 Can retell a simple past event in correct order (e.g. went down slide, hurt finger). 
 Uses vocabulary focused on objects and people that are of particular importance to them.  
 Builds up vocabulary that reflects the breadth of their experiences  

 

Physical  
Moving and Handling 

 Moves freely and with pleasure and confidence in a range of ways, such as slithering, shuffling, rolling, crawling, 

walking, running, jumping, skipping, sliding and hopping. 
 Shows increasing control over an object in pushing, patting, throwing, catching or kicking it. 
 Shows a preference for a dominant hand. 

Health and Self-Care 

 Eats a healthy range of foodstuffs and understands need for variety in food. 
 Shows some understanding that good practices with regard to exercise, eating, sleeping and hygiene can contribute 

to good health. 
 Dresses with help, e.g. puts arms into open-fronted coat or shirt when held up, pulls up own trousers, and pulls up 

zipper once it is fastened at the bottom.  
 

 
Specific areas 

Literacy 
 Reading 

 Shows awareness of rhyme and alliteration. 
 Listens to and joins in with stories and poems, one-to-one and also in small groups.  



 Joins in with repeated refrains and anticipates key events and phrases in rhymes and stories.  
Writing 

 Distinguishes between the different marks they make.  
 Sometimes gives meaning to marks as they draw and paint.  
 Ascribes meanings to marks that they see in different places. 

 

Mathematics  
Numbers 

 Uses some number names accurately in play.  
 Recites numbers in order to 10. 
 Counts up to three or four objects by saying one number name for each item.  

Shape, space and measure 
 Shows an interest in shape and space by playing with shapes or making arrangements with objects. 
 Shows interest in shapes in the environment. 
 Beginning to talk about the shapes of everyday objects, e.g. ‘round’ and ‘tall’. 
 

Understanding the World 
 People and communities 

 Recognises and describes special times or events for family or friends.  
 Shows interest in different occupations and ways of life.  
 Knows some of the things that make them unique, and can talk about some of the similarities and differences in 

relation to friends or family. 
The world 

 Comments and asks questions about aspects of their familiar world such as the place where they live or the natural 

world. 
 Can talk about some of the things they have observed such as plants, animals, natural and found objects. 

Technology 
 Seeks to acquire basic skills in turning on and operating some ICT equipment.  
 Operates mechanical toys, e.g. turns the knob on a wind-up toy or pulls back on a friction car. 



 Knows how to operate simple equipment, e.g. turns on CD player and uses remote control. 

 
Expressive Arts and Design 
 Exploring and using media and materials 

 Explores colour and how colours can be changed. 
 Imitates movement in response to music.  
 Taps out simple repeated rhythms. 

Being imaginative 
 Engages in imaginative role-play based on own first-hand experiences.  
 Builds stories around toys, e.g. farm animals needing rescue from an armchair ‘cliff’.  
 Uses available resources to create props to support role-play. 
 

 


