
 

 

 

St Oswald’s Catholic Primary School Planning     
 

Year Group:   Nursery  Date: Spring 2   Medium term topic- Spring and new life. 
 

Prime areas: 
Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
Making Relationships 

 Can play in a group, extending and elaborating play ideas.  E.g. building up a role-play activity with other children. 

(30-50) 
 Initiates conversations, attends to and takes account of what others are saying or doing. (40-60) 
 Explains own knowledge and understanding and asks appropriate questions of others. (40-60) 

Self-Confidence and Self-Awareness 
 Welcomes and values praise for what they have done. (30-50) 
 Enjoys responsibility of carrying out small tasks. (30-50) 
 Can describe self in positive terms and talk about abilities. (40-60) 

Managing Feelings and Behaviour 
 Can inhibit own actions/behaviours.  E.g. stop themselves from doing something they shouldn’t do. (22-36) 
 Can usually tolerate delay when needs are not immediately met, and understands wishes may not always be met. 

(30-50) 
 Understands that own actions affect other people, for example, becomes upset or tries to comfort another child 

when they realise they have upset them. (40-60) 
Communication and Language 
Listening and Attention 

 Focusing attention – still listen or do, but can shift own attention. (30-50) 
 Is able to follow directions (if not intently focused on own choice of activity). (30-50) 
 Two-channelled attention – can listen and do for a short span. (40-60) 



Understanding 
 Shows understanding of prepositions such as ‘under’, ‘on top’, ‘behind’ by carrying out an action or selecting 

correct picture. (30-50) 
 Beginning to understand ‘why’ and ‘how’ questions. (30-50) 
 Responds to instructions involving a two-part sequence. (40-60) 

Speaking 

 Questions why things happen and gives explanations.  Asks e,g, who, what, when, how. (30-50) 
 Uses a range of tenses (e.g. play, playing, will play, played). (30-50) 
 Uses talk to organise, sequence and clarify thinking, ideas, feelings and events. (40-60) 

 

Physical  
Moving and Handling 

 Can stand momentarily on one foot when shown. (30-50) 
 Can catch a large ball. (30-50) 
 Shows increasing control over an object in pushing, patting, throwing, catching or kicking it. (40-60) 
 Travels with confidence and skill around, under, over and through balancing and climbing equipment. (40-60) 

Health and Self-Care 
 Gains more bowel and bladder control and can attend to toileting needs most of the time themselves. (30-50) 
 Shows some understanding that good practices with regard to exercise, eating, sleeping and hygiene can contribute 

to good health. (40-60) 
 
Specific areas 

Literacy 
 Reading 

 Recognises familiar words and signs such as own name and advertising logos. (30-50) 
 Knows that print carries meaning and, in English, is read from left to right and top to bottom. (30-50) 
 Can segment the sounds in simple words and blend them together and knows which letters represent some of them. 

(40-60) 



Writing 
 Sometimes gives meaning to marks as they draw and paint.  (30-50) 
 Ascribes meanings to marks that they see in different places. (30-50) 
 Writes own name and other things such as labels, captions. (40-60) 

 

Mathematics  
Numbers 

 Beginning to represent numbers using fingers, marks on paper or pictures. (30-50) 
 Shows curiosity about numbers by offering comments or asking questions. (30-50) 
 Separates a group of three or four objects in different ways, beginning to recognise that the total is still the same. 

(30-50) 
 Recognise numerals 1-5. (40-60) 

Shape, space and measure 
 Uses positional language. (30-50) 
 Shows an interest in shape by sustained construction activity or by talking about shapes or arrangements. (30-50) 
 Uses familiar objects and common shapes to create and recreate patterns and build models. (40-60) 
 

Understanding the World 
 People and communities 

 Shows interest in the lives of people who are familiar to them. (30-50) 
 Remembers and talks about significant events in their own experience. (30-50) 
 Shows interest in different occupations and ways of life. (30-50) 

The world 
 Developing an understanding of growth, decay and changes over time. (30-50) 
 Shows care and concern for living things and the environment. (30-50) 
 Looks closely at similarities, differences, patterns and change. (40-60) 

Technology 
 Shows an interest in technological toys with knobs or pulleys, or real objects such as cameras or mobile phones. 

(30-50) 



 Knows how to operate simple equipment, e.g. turns on CD player and uses remote control. (30-50) 

Expressive Arts and Design 
 Exploring and using media and materials 

 Enjoys joining in with dancing and ring games. (30-50) 
 Sings a few familiar songs. (30-50) 
 Beginning to move rhythmically.  (30-50) 
 Begins to build a repertoire of songs and dances.  (40-60) 

Being imaginative 
 Introduce a storyline or narrative into their play. (40-60) 
 Plays alongside other children who are engaged in the same theme. (40-60) 
 Plays cooperatively as part of a group to develop and act out a narrative.  (40-60) 
 

 


