
St Oswald’s Catholic Primary School Planning     

 
Year Group: Reception Date: 19th February – 29th March Medium term topic: Pirates / Under the Sea 

Prime areas: 
Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
Making Relationships 

 To play co-operatively and take account of one another’s ideas about how to organise their activity. (ELG) 

 To show sensitivity to others’ needs and feelings, and form positive relationships with adults and other children. (ELG) 
Self-Confidence and Self-Awareness 

 To try new activities, and say why they like some activities more than others. (ELG) 

 To show greater confidence in speaking in a familiar group, sharing their ideas and choosing the resources they need. (ELG) 
Managing Feelings and Behaviour 

 To negotiate and solve problems without aggression, e.g. when someone has taken their toy. (40-60) 

 To talk about how they and others show feelings, talk about their own and others’ behaviour, and its consequences, and 
know that some behaviour is unacceptable. (ELG) 

 To work as part of a group or class, and understand and follow the rules.(ELG) 
 

Communication and Language 
Listening and Attention 

 To listen more attentively in a range of situations. (ELG) 

 To listen with increasing attention to stories and poems linked to the topic of Pirates (ELG)   

 To anticipate key events in stories and ask/answer questions to show understanding and seek clarification. (ELG) 
Understanding 

 To be able to follow some short stories without pictures or props. (40-60) 

 To responds to instructions  involving a two-part sequence. (40-60) 

 To understand and answer ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions when finding out about their topic. (ELG) 
Speaking 

 To develop vocabulary whilst learning new information about pirates and under the sea animals.  (40-60) 

 To use language to imagine and recreate roles and experiences linked to the new topic, as well as demonstrate their own 
interests aside from this. (40-60) 

 To ask questions to find out about different animals under the sea and give explanations by connecting ideas. (ELG) 



Physical  
Moving and Handling 

 To further develop throwing and catching skills using beanbags and balls (using under arm throw), working with a partner or 
aiming at a given target.  (40-60) 

 To develop control when moving with a ball (40-60) 

 To experiment with different ways of travelling and using different pathways (ELG) 

 To use scissors with the correct grip and increasing control. (40-60) 
Children will also have dance sessions this term, therefore demonstrating their co-ordination and their ability to perform a simple 
sequence.  
 
Health and Self-Care 

 To get dressed for PE without adult support. (ELG) 

 To show understanding of the need for safety when tackling new challenges, and considers and manages some risks. (40-60) 

 To talk about the importance of exercise and identify ways to keep healthy and safe. (ELG) 
 

Specific areas: 

Literacy 
Reading 

 To talk about key events from stories, suggest how they might end and answer questions to demonstrate understanding. (ELG) 

 To recognise the 26 letter names and say what sounds they represent. (40-60) 
 To recognise some digraphs (2 letters that represent 1 sound e.g. ‘ai’ as in train) and read words containing the sounds. (40-60) 

 To recognize tricky words on sight and begin to read simple sentences. (40-60) 
 

Writing 

 To be able to segment the sounds in simple words in order to write them e.g. hen = h_e_n, road = r_oa_d. (40-60) 

 To write own name, labels and simple captions. (40-60) 

 To begin to write simple sentences, which they and others can, read.  (ELG)  

Mathematics  
Numbers  

 To estimate a number of objects and check by counting. (40-60) 

 To begin to record marks that they can interpret and explain – to write numbers 10-20 (40-60) 

 To count with numbers from one to 20, place them in order and say which number is one more or one less than a given 
number. (ELG) 

 To begin to solve problems including addition, subtraction, doubling and halving. (ELG) 
 



Shape, space and measure 

 To begin to order two or three items by length or height. (40-60) 

 To order and sequence familiar events. (40-60) 

 To use everyday language to talk about weight, capacity, time and money.   (ELG) 

 To explore characteristics of everyday objects and shapes and use mathematical language to describe them. (ELG) 

Understanding the World 
 People and communities 

 To talk about significant events in their own lives and in the lives of family members. (ELG) 

 To show an interest in different occupations and ways of life. (ELG) 

 To identify and talk about similarities and differences between themselves and others. (ELG) 
The world 

 To comment and ask questions linked to the Pirates topic.  

 To talk about similarities and differences between objects and extend vocabulary to describe what they can see and feel e.g. 
tall, short, soft, stripy and spotty. (40-60) 

 To talk about changes in the environment during Spring (ELG) 
Technology 

 To complete a simple program on the computer or IPad. 

 To show and interest in technology toys. 

 To sequence a story or set of instructions in order to begin to understand an ‘algorithm’ in simple terms. 

 To recognise that a range of technology is used in places such as homes and schools. (ELG) 

Expressive Arts and Design 
Exploring and using media and materials 

 To learn new songs, make music and dance linked to the topic, and experiment with ways of changing them. (ELG) 

 To use different materials and joining techniques to create things e.g. pirate ships, hats etc. (40-60) 

 To continue explore what happens when they mix two colours together when creating spring pictures (40-60) 
Being imaginative 

 To choose a particular colour to use for a purpose. (40-60) 

 To use props to develop and act out a narrative linked to different stories both in and outside.  (40-60) 

 To retell stories through dance and movement. (outside agency provider)  
 

 


