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Medium term topic: Once Upon A Time 

Prime areas: 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

Making Relationships 

 To take account of one another’s ideas about how to organise an activity. (ELG) 

 To show sensitivity to others’ needs and feelings. (ELG) 

 

Self-Confidence and Self-Awareness 

 To confidently speak to others in group activities, expressing ideas and opinions. (40-60) 

 To speak more confidently in a familiar group, expressing their ideas.  (ELG) 

 

Managing Feelings and Behaviour 

 To understand and talk about how their own actions affect other people.   (40-60) 

 To negotiate and solve problems without aggression, e.g. when someone has taken their toy. (40-60) 

 To talk about how they and others show feelings.  To focus on the feelings of being sad, angry and happy. 

(ELG) 

  

Communication and Language 

Listening and Attention 

 To listen more attentively in a range of situations. (ELG) 

 To listen with increasing attention to stories and poems linked to the Once Upon a Time topic (ELG)   

 To anticipate key events in stories and ask/answer questions to show understanding. (ELG) 

 

Understanding 

 To be able to follow some short stories without pictures or prompts. (40-60) 

 Listen and respond to ideas expressed by others in conversation or discussion. (40-60) 

 To understand and answer ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions about their experiences. (ELG) 

 To follow instructions involving several ideas. (ELG) 

 

Speaking 

 To develop and use new language linked with traditional tales and story-telling.  (40-60) 

 To introduce a storyline or narrative to play influenced by the traditional tales heard during the topic. (40-

60) 

 To develop own narratives and explanations by connecting ideas or events (ELG) 

Physical  

Moving and Handling 

 To throw and catch with skill using beanbags and balls, working with a partner or aiming at a target.  (40-60) 

 To develop control when moving with a ball (40-60) 

 To use scissors with the correct grip and increasing control. (40-60) 

 To hold a pencil effectively in order to form letters using the correct formation. (ELG) 

  

Health and Self-Care 

 Practice some appropriate safety measures without direct supervision. (40-60) 

 To know and talk about the importance of physical activities and a healthy diet. (ELG) 

 To put on and fasten own coat and get dressed for PE without adult support. (ELG) 

 

Specific areas: 

Literacy 

Reading 

 To talk about key events from stories, specifically traditional tales, suggest how they might end and answer 

questions to demonstrate understanding. (40-60) 

 To recognise phase 3 digraphs (2 letters that represent 1 sound e.g. ‘ai’ as in train) and read and write words 

containing these sounds. (40-60) 

 To become more confident in reading simple sentences and demonstrate understanding. (ELG) 

 

Writing 

 To be able to segment the sounds in words containing phase 3 diagraphs in order to write them (40-60) 

 To write short sentences in meaningful contexts (40-60) 

 Use their phonic knowledge to write words in ways which match their spoken sounds. They also write some 

irregular common words. (ELG) 

 To write simple sentences which can be read by themselves and others. Some words are spelt correctly and 

others are phonetically plausible. (ELG) 

 

Mathematics  

Numbers  

 To estimate a number of objects and check by counting. (40-60) 

 To begin to record marks that they can interpret and explain – to write numbers 10-20 (40-60) 

 To recognise coins and begin to solve addition and subtraction problems linked to money (40-60) 

 To identify one less than a number up to 20. (ELG) 

 To count on or back to find the answer to addition and subtraction problems. (ELG) 

 To begin to solve problems involving doubling, halving and sharing. (ELG) 

 

Shape, space and measure 

 To gain confidence in ordering two or three items by weight or capacity. (40-60) 

 Measure short periods of time in simple ways. (40-60) 

 They recognise, create and describe patterns.  (ELG) 

 To use mathematical language to describe 2D and 3D shapes. (ELG) 

Understanding the World 

 People and communities 

 To talk about significant events in their own lives and in the lives of family members. (ELG) 

 To identify and talk about similarities and differences between themselves and others. (ELG) 

 To understand and talk about the fact other chn don’t always enjoy the same things, and are sensitive to this. 

(ELG) 

 

The world 

 To talk about changes in the environment during Spring (ELG) 



 Make observations of animals and plants and begin to explain why some things occur. (ELG) 

 To talk about similarities and differences in relation to places – using settings from traditional tales as 

support. (ELG) 

 

Technology 

 To sequence a story or set of instructions in order to begin to understand an ‘algorithm’ in simple terms. 

 To use the camera app to take photographs in order to create a story. (ELG) 

 To use iPads to resize, animate and record audio to retell their own story. (ELG)  

 Children recognise that a range of technology is used in places such as homes and schools. They select and 

use technology for particular purposes. (ELG) 

 To recognise and talk about places they know technology is used. (ELG) 

Expressive Arts and Design 

Exploring and using media and materials  

 To explore using musical instruments to accompany traditional tales. (40-60) 

 To explore and talk about what happens when colours are mixed together. (40-60) 

 To make their own music using a variety of instruments and to explore the sounds. (ELG) 

 

 Being imaginative 

 To use props to develop and act out a narrative linked to different stories both in and outside.  (40-60) 

 To retell stories through dance and movement. (40-60) 

 To represent their own ideas, thoughts and feelings through design and technology, art, music, dance, role 

play and stories. (ELG) 

 


