GOLDEN RULES

offer plenty of praise. Writing
takes practice and perseverance, both
of which are hard to sustain if you are
feeling discouraged. Think of things
you can say something nice about - 'T
love the way you've put thatl It's
brilliant.’

allow different forms of writing.

Writing emails, typing messages or
posting stuff on a blog are all perfectly

good forms of writing. They allow H ELP YOUR C H ILD

children to practise expressing
themselves in written form - which is

what we want. WITH WRITING

get obsessed with spelling,
The main criteria for a healthy piece

of writing is that:
o We can read it KEY STAGE 2
g It is well expressed
o It fulfils its purpose - i.e. if it is a
thank-you letter to granny, it says thank
you! If the writing satisfies all these criteria
then a few mis-spelt words do not really
matter.




Writing is just not easy - and mary children find it
a chore rather than fun. This is very irritating for
those parents who watch a friend's child happily
writing for pure pleasure, and whose own of fspring
has to be forced or bribed o do even three lines
of writing! How can we parents make writing seem
just a bit more attractive?

Boes your child
like football, off -road cycling, designing clothes
or playing with make-up? Whatever their
interests, there are good writing opportunities.
Perhaps a lockable football diary for writing
match fixtures and a few private thoughts on

each match as played.

lUse postcards or fancy writing paper for
writing a short message to gran and grandad.
Provide post-it stickers and encourage them to
write messages to everyone ~ even the catl

The standard of children's
writing at school is not only how they form letters
and handwrite. They must be able To express
their ideas clearly. Can they put thoughts in order
and discuss what they want to say? All of these
depend on speaking. 5o talk to your child,
encourage them to express themselves, listen and
respond to their ideas. It all helps!

When your child is doing
any writing, do not focus on the quality of their
handwriting. It is discouraging for a
child who doesn't like writing or who finds it
difficult, to then be told off because the
writing is not neat! Many handwriting faults will
improve with practice and so your job is to help
your child to want to write. More means betterl

The more your child reads, the better
they will write. Their choice of language and
the ways they express themselves are all
improved by reading. 5o follow their interests
to encourage reading as much as possible. Read
to them and read with them!




