
A set off 12 stunnfing photographs off the Amazon rafinfforest wfith 

accompanyfing captfion cards. These photos show the compflex 

and changfing worfld off the rafinfforest, the rafinfforest as an ecosystem, 

the dangers fit ffaces, the peopfle who flfive there and thefir approach to 

preservfing thfis unfique envfironment.

Pubflfished September 2014. Sources: UN, Natfionafl Geographfic, BBC, Economfist, 
Greenpeace (The Amazon’s sfiflent crfisfis), Lfive scfience, Guardfian, WWF.

Resource 2 - Rafinfforest photopack
The rafinfforest - how pflaces change

www.actfionafid.org.uk/schoofls

Works wfith:

Actfivfity 4 - Consequence 

wheefl

Actfivfity 5 - Rafinfforest fin 

troubfle

Thfis mfight heflp:

Rodrfigo Beflefia fis a ffreeflance 

photojournaflfist who has worked 

wfith Greenpeace to photograph the 

Amazon and the dangers fit ffaces: 

http://rodrfigobaflefia.com.br/

Geography:

PSHE:

Scfience:

Identfiffy key physficafl ffeatures off the rafinfforest

Use aerfiafl photographs to recognfise flandmarks and basfic human 

and physficafl ffeatures

Identfiffy types off settflement and fland use, economfic actfivfity fincfludfing 

trade flfinks and the dfistrfibutfion off naturafl resources

Lfivfing fin the wfider worfld, flearnfing about the fimportance off respectfing 

and protectfing the envfironment

Recognfise that envfironments can change and that thfis can sometfimes 

pose dangers to flfivfing thfings

http://www.actionaid.org.uk/schools
http://rodrigobaleia.com.br/
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Thfis fis an aerfiafl vfiew off the Amazon rfiver 

surrounded by rafinfforest. The Amazon 

rfiver fis the wfidest and second flongest 

rfiver fin the worfld. In pflaces  fit fis wfider 

than sfix mfifles (over 15,000 buses)!

The  Amazon  rfiver  fis  home  to  fish, 

doflphfins, otters, turtfles and snakes, as 

weflfl as cafimans whfich are carnfivfirous 

predators and cflose reflatfives off 

crocodfifles.

www.actfionafid.org.uk/schooflsPhoto 1 - The Amazon rafinfforest

http://www.actionaid.org.uk/schools
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Trees grow upwards very qufickfly fin 

the hot, wet cflfimate to fform a green 

canopy. There are ffew branches fin 

the mfiddfle flayers. On the ground are 

shrubs and thfick undergrowth whfich 

are fiflfled wfith creepers - taflfl thfin pflants 

that wfind upwards around the trees to 

reach the sunflfight.

www.actfionafid.org.uk/schooflsPhoto 2 - Trees fin the rafinfforest

http://www.actionaid.org.uk/schools
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In thfis photo you can see the dfifferent 

flevefls off the rafinfforest. At the bottom 

fis the rfiver and fits banks and pflants. 

In the mfiddfle you can see the bushes 

and shrubs off the shrub flayer. There 

fis then a gap where the fleaves are 

thfinner beffore the under-canopy and 

the canopy wfith the taflflest trees.

www.actfionafid.org.uk/schooflsPhoto 3 - Levefls off the rafinfforest

http://www.actionaid.org.uk/schools
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Thfis a mango tree growfing fin the 

rafinfforest. Trees fin the rafinfforest 

produce many dfifferent types off ffrufits 

and nuts fincfludfing mangoes,  passfion 

ffrufit, bananas, cashew and brazfifl nuts, 

sweet potatoes and very hot chfiflflfis!

The acafi berry flooks flfike a red grape 

and fis very popuflar to eat wfith the 

peopfle who flfive fin the rafinfforest.

www.actfionafid.org.uk/schooflsPhoto 4 - Frufits and nuts

http://www.actionaid.org.uk/schools
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www.actionaid.org.uk/schoolsPhoto 5 - Deforestation

In this picture you can see an area of the forest 
which has been cut down and cleared. 

This is also known as ‘deforestation’. Deforestation 
means the clearing of large areas of forest lands 
which are never re-planted. Trees are cut down for 
many reasons including:

To be used, sold or exported as timber, wood 
or fuel (charcoal). This is called logging.

To make room for human settlement and 
urbanisation – for example to build houses or 
roads. 

To be used for farming purposes, like cattle 
ranching or growing crops such as soya.

http://www.actionaid.org.uk/schools
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Today, logging is allowed with permission in the Amazon 

rainforest. It makes up a small percentage of deforestation here. 

Organisations like Greenpeace are campaigning for a complete 

end to deforestation in the Amazon. They made a short film 

showing that trees are still cut down illegally in the rainforest:

www.actionaid.org.uk/schoolsPhoto 6 - Demand for timber

www.greenpeace.org/international/en/multimedia/videos/
The-Amazons-Silent-Crisis-Marion-Cotillard/ 

With the help of Google Earth, scientists at the University of 

Maryland have made an interactive online map. This shows 

how much of the world’s forest has been lost and gained from 

the year 2000 to 2012. You can find it here:

www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-24934790

Brazil showed the best improvement of any country, cutting its 

deforestation rate by half in the period 2000-2012. 

http://www.actionaid.org.uk/schools
http://www.greenpeace.org/international/en/multimedia/videos/The-Amazons-Silent-Crisis-Marion-Cotillard/ 
http://www.greenpeace.org/international/en/multimedia/videos/The-Amazons-Silent-Crisis-Marion-Cotillard/ 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-24934790
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In this photo you can see a process known 
as ‘slash and burn’. Trees are cut down and 
the land is burnt in order to clear it to grow 
crops such as soya. 

However, the biggest cause of deforestation 
in the Amazon is cattle ranching.  If you 
went to the Amazon today, you would find 
millions of cattle grazing on the land. 

Brazil is now the world’s largest exporter of 
beef. This is the meat which comes from 
cattle and is used to create foods such as 
steaks or burgers. 

www.actionaid.org.uk/schoolsPhoto 7 - Slash and burn

http://www.actionaid.org.uk/schools
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www.actfionafid.org.uk/schooflsPhoto 8 - Forest to desert

In both 2005 and 2010, the Amazon was struck by 

extreme drought. 

A drought fis a flong perfiod off tfime when no rafin ffaflfls. 

In a drought pflants do not grow properfly, rfivers dry up 

and trees and wfifldflfiffe dfie. In areas where trees have 

been cut down, hot wfinds bflow away the topsofifl.   

Durfing the Amazon rafinfforest drought many trees dfied. 

Scfientfists say that the fforests stopped absorbfing CO
2 

ffrom the atmosphere, and as the dead trees rotted 

they refleased CO
2 
to the atmosphere.

www.kfidcyber.com.au/topfics/drought.htm

http://www.actionaid.org.uk/schools
http://www.kidcyber.com.au/topics/drought.HTM
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What can you see fin thfis pficture?

www.actfionafid.org.uk/schooflsPhoto 9 - Jacara

Thfis pficture fis an aerfiafl vfiew off Jacara where 

a  smaflfler  rfiver  flows  out  off  the  Amazon  Rfiver.  

Thfis pficture shows the rfiver, the houses where 

peopfle flfive, trees and grassfland.  It fis hot and 

humfid most off the year and rafins aflmost every 

day. 

Peopfle  use  boats  to  travefl  to  dfifferent  pflaces.  

They aflso use waflkways whfich you can see 

fin the mfiddfle off the pficture. They are made off 

wood and rafised above the ground to keep 

peopfle saffe ffrom snakes!

http://www.actionaid.org.uk/schools
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The Gomez ffamfifly flfive fin the rafinfforest.  

Lfike most ffamfiflfies fin the area, they grow 

thefir  own  ffood  or  fish  ffor  fit  fin  the  rfiver. 

They have a smaflfl ffarm where they pflant 

vegetabfles such as cassava, corn, beans 

and potatoes.  Frufit flfike bananas, oranges 

and mangoes grows on the ffarm and 

around the house. 

There are dangers, though. Loggers, 

peopfle who cut down trees to seflfl, offered 

the communfity money to flet them cflear the 

rafinfforest where they flfive.

www.actfionafid.org.uk/schooflsPhoto 10 - Houses among the trees

http://www.actionaid.org.uk/schools
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Mum, Lufiza, and other communfity members worked 

to protect thefir fland by protestfing to the government 

and campafignfing agafinst the floggers.

In 2004 the Brazfiflfian government set up an ‘extractfive 

reserve’. Thfis means flocafl ffamfiflfies have coflflectfive 

rfights to the fland and naturafl resources. 

Lufiza’s T-shfirt has the words, ‘Verde Para Sempre’ on 

fit fin Portuguese. Thfis means, ‘Forever Green’ and fis 

the name off the area off the rafinfforest where she flfives.

www.actfionafid.org.uk/schooflsPhoto 11 - Forever Green

Why do you thfink the communfity gave the 
fland thfis name?

http://www.actionaid.org.uk/schools
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The peopfle who flfive fin Forever Green can use the fland 

fin the reserve as flong as they flook affter the fforest. 

Locafl ffamfiflfies earn a flfivfing by coflflectfing products such 

as nuts, ffrufit and rubber, and makfing ffurnfiture ffrom 

ffaflflen trees. Thfis way they can support themseflves 

through tradfitfionafl actfivfitfies whfiflst flookfing affter the 

envfironment. In thfis photo, communfity members are 

makfing a cabfinet out off wood ffrom a ffaflflen tree.

The communfity works wfith nature, rather than agafinst 

fit, and beflfieve the trees, rfivers, bfirds and wfifldflfiffe are aflfl 

connected. 

Today, the reserve fis stfiflfl at rfisk off destructfion and 

ActfionAfid and Greenpeace contfinue to support the 

flocafl communfity.

www.actfionafid.org.uk/schooflsPhoto 12 - Extractfive reserve

http://www.actionaid.org.uk/schools


Soil erosion - without 
trees to protect it, soil in the 
rainforest is easily eroded. 
The soil loses its nutrients 
espeespecially when it 
rains heavily.

Medicine - scientists have 
discovered that rainforest 
plants are sources for 
medicines to treat diseases 
like diabetes.

Loss of habitat 
for millions of species 
like insects, birds, 
snakes, frogs and 
lizards.

Water cycle - trees 
help return water vapour 
to the atmosphere 
which then falls as rain.

Climate change - deforestation 
contributes to global warming 
because trees are releasing 
carbon instead of storing it.

Carbon emissions - trees store 
carbon in their trunks, branches and 
roots which is released when they 
are cut down.

Indigenous people 
- the rainforest was 
home to one million 
indigenous people - 
only 200,000 remain.

Effects and 
consequences

Methods of clearing 
the rainforest:

Slash and burn - trees 
are cleared and vegetation 
is burnt

Clear cutting - complete 
removal of all trees in an 
area

Selective logging - 
targeting specific valuable 
trees but leaving the 
rainforest intact

Sources: National Geographic, BBC, Economist, WWF

Deforestation in the Amazon rainforest www.actionaid.org.uk/schools

The rainforest - how places change

Deforestation: The destruction of trees or forests on a massive scale.


