
 
Vocabulary Progression 2023-2024 

Subject: Music 
 
 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

 N
ur

se
ry

 

 
 
Pulse, Rhythm, nursery rhymes, action songs, instruments, share, respond, explore, listen, sing, play, learn, beat, pulse, rhythm, pitch, high / low, long / short, perform, play, stop, move, voice, hands, feet 
instrument, big sounds / soft sounds / loud sounds / soft / medium / hard, shake, tap, ring. 

 Re
ce

pt
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n  

 
Pulse, rhythm, pitch, nursery rhymes, action songs, instruments, share, respond, explore, listen, sing, play, learn, beat, pulse, rhythm, pitch, high, low, long, short, perform, share, play, stop, move, listen, 
actions, voice, hands, feet instrument, big sounds, soft sounds, loud sounds, soft sounds, soft, medium, hard, solo, group, shake, tap, ring. 
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Can my body be an instrument? 
Body Percussion  

• Pulse  
• Rhythm  
• Pitch 
• Tempo 
• Dynamics 
• Texture  
• Structure 
• Improvise 
• Melody 
• Percussion 
• perform 

Can I make spiky and smooth sounds? 
Holst – Mars  

• Holst  
• Mars: Bringer of War 
• Composer 
• Body Percussion 
• Orchestra 
• Instrument names  

 

How can I change my expression when singing to convey 
meaning? 

Rhythm in the way that we walk 
• Pulse  
• Rhythm  
• Pitch 
• Tempo 
• Dynamics 
• Structure 
• Notation 
• Reggae 
• Improvise 
• Rap 
• Melody 
• Singers  
• Keyboard 
• Bass 
• Guitar 
• Percussion 
• Trumpets  
• Saxophones  
• perform 
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Can I choose and combine sounds to represent a character? 
Carnival of the Animals 

• Composer 
• Body Percussion 
• Orchestra 
• Instrument names  
• Classroom percussion instrument Names 
• Tempo 
• Pitch 
• Style 
• Dynamics 

 
 

Which notes on a glockenspiel combine well to make a tuneful melody? 
Glockenspiel stage 1 

 
• Pulse  
• Rhythm  
• Pitch 
• Tempo 
• Dynamics 
• Structure 
• Notation 
• Improvise 
• Compose 
• melody 

Can I make Loud and Quiet Sounds? 
Jean Sibelius - FInlandia 

• Jean Sibelius 
• FInlandia 
• Composer 
• Body Percussion 
• Orchestra 
• Instrument names  
• Classroom percussion instrument Names 
• Dynamics  

 

 Wider Opportunities – Ukelele 
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• Pulse 
• Beat 
• Rhythm 
• Pitch 
• Tempo 
• Dynamics 
• Minim 
• Crotchet 

 

• Quaver 
• Rests 
• Stave 
• Head 
• Neck 
• Fret 
• Chord 
• Open string 
• Solo  
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Can my body be an instrument? 
Body Percussion 

 
• Pulse 
• Rhythm 
• Pitch  
• Tempo 
• Dynamics 
• Structure 
• Notation 
• Crotchet 
• Quavers 
• Crotchet rest 
• Compose  
• Perform 

 

Can I create a piece using ostinato? 
Florence Price 

• Pulse 
• Rhythm 
• Structure 
• Notation 
• Orchestra 
• Ostinato 
• Symphony 
• Orchestra 
• Instrument names 
• Instrument families 
• Metronome 
• Accompaniment 
• Body percussion 
• Perform  

 
 

Which dynamics sound best in my performance? 
Blackbird 

• Pulse 
• Rhythm 
• Pitch  
• Tempo 
• Dynamics 
• Structure 
• Notation 
• Acoustic guitar 
• Percussion 
• Birdsong 
• Civil rights 
• Racism 
• Equality 
• Unison  
• Compose 
• Improvise  
• Melody 
• Solo 
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Can I use musical vocabulary when describing music? 
Living On a Prayer 

• Pulse 
• Rhythm 
• Pitch  
• Tempo 
• Dynamics 
• Structure 
• Notation 
• Rock 
• Structure 
• Bridge 
• Chorus 
• Improvise 
• Compose 

 

What is Minimalist composition? 
Minimalism 

• Pulse 
• Rhythm 
• Pitch  
• Tempo 
• Dynamics 
• Timbre 
• Texture 
• Structure 
• Notation 
• Minimalism 
 
• Retrograde  
• Augmentation 
• Ostinato 

What is Graphic Score? 
Graphic Score 

• Pulse 
• Rhythm 
• Pitch  
• Tempo 
• Dynamics 
• Texture 
• Structure 
• Notation 
• Graphic score 
• Ostinato 
• Classroom percussion instrument names 
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How can I create a musical selfie? 
Edward Elgar – Enigma Variations 

 
• Composer 
• Edward Elgar  
• Enigma 
• Theme 
• Variation 

How can I adjust my breathing to sustain longer notes when singing? 
Happy – Pharrell Williams 

• Pulse 
• Rhythm 
• Pitch  
• Tempo 
• Dynamics 
• Structure 

What is Gamelan Music? 
Gamelan 

• Pulse 
• Rhythm 
• Pitch  
• Tempo 
• Dynamics 
• Timbre 



• Orchestra  
• Instrument names 
• Tempo 
• Pitch  
• Texture 
• Rhythm  
• Dynamics 

• Notation 
• Melody 
• Compose 
• Improvise 
• Cover 
• Dimensions of music 
• Producer 
• Groove 
• Motown 
• Hook 
• Riff 
• Solo 

• Texture 
• Structure 
• Notation 
• Syncopation 
• Minim  
• Quaver 
• Crochet 
• Semi-breve 
• Gamelan  
• Indonesia 
• Crotchet rest 
• Instrument names 

 


