
HISTORICAL VOCABULARY  

 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
Language relating to 
time 

A long time ago 
Now 
Then 
Past  
Present 
Hours 
Last week/year 
Timeline 
Yesterday 

Past  
Present 
Then  
Now 
Centuries 
Decades 
Timeline 
X Years ago 

Centuries 
Xth Century (e.g 19th 
Century) 
Decades 
Chronological 
Chronology 
Duration 
Period 
Sequence 
 

After Common Era, 
Before Common Era 
(ACE BCE) 
AD BC 
Duration 
Sequence 
Chronological 
Chronology 
Modern 

After Common Era, 
Before Common Era 
(ACE BCE) 
AD BC 
Pre-Post 
Duration 
Sequence 
Chronological 
Chronology 
Millennia, eras 

After Common Era, 
Before Common Era 
(ACE BCE) 
AD BC 
Pre- Post- 
Duration 
Sequence 
Chronological 
Chronology 
Millennia, eras 

Historical Concepts Artefact 
Change 
Invention 
Significant 
Similar/different 
Impact 
Compare 
Historian 
Investigate 
Museum 

Artefact 
Evidence 
Source 
Historical 
Investigate 
Change 
Calendar 
Museum 
Significant 
Similar and different 
Compare 
Cause 

Archeologist 
Ancient  
Legacy 
Impact 
Artefact 
Evidence 
Source 
Investigate 
Enquiry 
Change 
Significant 
Compare 
Analyse 
Primary Source 
Secondary Source 

Continuity 
Change 
Cause 
Consequence 
Impact 
Artefact 
Evidence 
Source 
Investigate 
Enquiry 
Change 
Significant 
Compare 
Analyse 
Primary Source 
Secondary Source 
 

Continuity 
Change 
Cause 
Consequence 
Impact 
Artefact 
Evidence 
Source 
Investigate 
Enquiry 
Change 
Significant 
Compare 
Analyse 
Primary Source 
Secondary Source 
Reliable 
Interpretation 

Continuity 
Change 
Cause 
Consequence 
Impact 
Artefact 
Evidence 
Source 
Investigate 
Enquiry 
Change 
Significant 
Compare 
Analyse 
Primary Source 
Secondary Source 
Reliable 
Bias 
Interpretation 



HISTORICAL VOCABULARY  

 

Topic Specific 
Language 

Invention 
Heroes 
Local 
Childhood 
Toys 
Musician 
 

Disaster 
Global 
Explorer 
Travel 
Challenge 
Success 
 

Ancient 
Civilization 
Early 
Religion 
Culture 
Legacy 
Archaeologist 
Settlement 
Famine 

Ancient 
Modern 
Religion 
Culture 
Power 
Political  
Empire 
Legacy  
 

Ancient 
Modern 
Religion 
Culture 
Power 
Political  
Empire 
Legacy  
Conquest 
Empire 
Law 
Trade 
Rights 
Trade Route 
Society 
Civilisation 

Global 
Conflict 
War 
Power 
Peace 
Democracy 
Diversity 
Emigration 
Immigration 
Enemy 
Peace 
Political 
Prime Minister 
Resistance 
Rights 
Crime 
Punishment 


