
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading Spine 
Year 5 

 
“The more that you read, 

The more things you will know. 
The more that you learn, 

The more places you will go.” 
                                          Dr Seuss 

 



 

 

      
 

Additional 
texts: 

• The Hobbit  
• Around 

the world 
in 80 

Themes:  
Abandonment 

Additionl texts: 
• The Wind and 

the Willows 
• The Phantom 

Tollbooth  
Themes: Healing, 
growth and nature  

Additionl texts: 
• Mermaids 

Lagoon 
• Peter Pan and 

Wendy  
Themes: Motherhood, 
death and innocence  

Additionl texts: 
• Leon and the 

place between  
• Wild boy 

chapter 2 
Themes: Circuses 

Additionl texts: 
• Coghearts 
• The 

Stormkeepers 
Island 

Themes: Great 
openings   

Additionl texts: 
• Eleanor Rigby 
• Beetle facts 

Themes: Beetles, 
kindness and friendship 

Additionl texts: 
• ‘Twas the 

Night before 
Christmas 

• The 
Christmas 
Tree Ship 

Themes: Money 
versus happiness.  

    
 

 

 

Additional 
texts: 

• War Horse 
• Kensuke’s 

Kingdom 
 

Additional texts: 
• The Gauntlet 
• Floodland 

Themes:  Humans and 
fairies 

Additional texts: 
• Street Child 
• Wonder 
Themes: Hope, 
frienship, family 

Additional texts: 
• Greenling 
• The Fantastic 

Flying books 
Themes: Nature and 

community  

Additional texts: 
• The promise 
• Wolves in the 

Walls Vol 2 
Themes: Bravery and 

honesty  

Additional texts: 
• Trains to Brazil 
• Pele 

Themes: Brazil, multi 
cultural 

 

Fiction 

Shared Reading Texts 
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  Addiotnal texts: 
• Be Prepared 
•  Out there 
Themes: Disney 

Addiotnal texts: 
• Alive 
• Elastic Hearts 

Themes: Songs by Sia 

Addiotnal texts: 
• The listeners De 

La Mere 
• The Highway 

Man part 2 
Themes: Self-sacrifice.  

Addiotnal texts: 
• We Refugees 
• Lady of Shalott  

Themes: Deception 
and Betrayel  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

   

 Additional texts: 
• Margaret 

Hamilton 
• Dorothy 

Vaughan 
Themes: Space 

Additional texts: 
• The youngest 

Marcher 
• Around the 

world in 80 days  
Themes: Fighting 
back for equality 

Additional texts: 
• King Richard 
• King Johns 

Themes: Medevil 
Monarchs  

   

 
 

 
     

 

Poetry & 

songs 

Non-

Fiction 

History 

texts 



 

 Autumn 1  Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1  

 

 
 

 
   

 Autumn 1  Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

 

 
 

  
   

 Autumn 1 – Properties 
and changes of 
materials 

Autumn 2 – Animals 
including Humans  

Spring 1 – Forces  Spring 2 – Living 
Things and their 
Habitate  

Summer 1 – Earth 
and Space 

Summer 2 – The 
Scientific Method 

Geograph

y texts 

Science 

texts 



 
 

     

 

 
Themes: Prejudism 
and discrimination. 

Themes: friendship, 
illness, racial 
equality and 

bereavement.   

Themes: Friendship 
and brotherhood.  

Themes: Invention, 
War, family and love.  

Themes: 
Georgian/Victorian 
era. Good versus 

evil. Child neglect.  

Themes: 
Immigration, 

friendship and 
Refugee   

Themes: Victorian 
life.  

      
 

Themes: Loss, 
poverty, dyslexia, 
anger and bullying.  

Themes: Indian 
culture. Faith, 
friendship and 

greed. 

Themes: Friendship, 
identity and family.  

Themes: conscience, 
societal views and 
human behaviour.  

 

Themes: Slavery. Themes: Empathy, 
kindness, changing, 

friendship and 
family. 

Themes: Friendship, 
loss, aging and time. 

 

Suggested Reads 


